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her mother as long as she dutifully performed the historic
political function which had been assigned to her. It
grieved Maria Theresa to part from her youngest daughter,
this child to whom Francis had always been particu-
larly devoted, but she had learned to accept these
separations from her children as a duty to her country.
Words cannot describe Maria Theresa's loneliness at
this time. Joseph's daughter Theresa, "his one joy
and relaxation/' the one creature who bound him to his
home, died of pneumonia two months before Marie
Antoinette's magnificent and sad departure for Paris*
Maria Theresa's affections had been centred on this
child, and bitterness was added to her sorrow when, in
whispers loud enough for the Empress to hear, it was
said at the Court that her granddaughter had caught the
fatal cold in the Empress's chilly apartments.
After his child's death, Joseph grew curiously in-
human. And there exists a little letter from young
Theresa, written to Louis XV. of France, after she had
been inoculated against small-pox, which shows that
she must have been a most attractive child. " Knowing
that you love me, dear grandpapa, I assure you that I
am surprisingly well. I had only fifty pock marks,
which give me great pleasure."
The Hofburg was a desolate place without little
Theresa and young Marie Antoinette, The Empress's
two daughters who remained at home were depressing
companions* Marianne, whom her mother had appointed
as the Abbess of a convent in Prague, was never is
good health, and Elisabeth, who had lived only for her
beauty, was embittered and spiteful after she was dis-
figured by small-pox. Her brother Joseph once said of
her that she " made a pointed arrow out of every harm-
less piece of wood/' She never became resigned to the

